
SUMMARY : The study on biology and behavior of R. dominica was made on the wheat variety GW-
496 under laboratory conditions in at an average temperature of 30 ± 10 C. and 70 ± 5 % relative
humidity. Eggs were laid loosely on the surface of the grain and are oblong with rounded ends. An
average length and breadth of freshly laid eggs is 0.56 ± 0.06 mm and 0.23 ± 0.04 mm with an average
incubation period of 4.05 ± 1.89 days. The grub was whitein colour and as it matures, it becomes C-
shaped and immobile. The mean duration of grub period was16.24 ± 4.24 days and pupal period was
3.75 ± 2.82 days. The total developmental period was varied from 38 to 67 days in male and 78 to 107
days in female with an average of 52.20 ± 5.66 days in male, whereas it was 95.85 ± 9.19 days for the
female. Adults were dark reddish brown and the body has a slender cylindrical form. Males occurred
slightly higher in number than females and male to female sex ratio was1.09: 1.0.The average life span
of female and male was 32.75 ± 2.82, 25.85 ± 2.12 days, respectively. The average pre-oviposition,
oviposition, post-oviposition periods were 1.75 ± 0.72,22.05 ± 2.12 and 7.95 ± 1.41 days, respectively.
The average of 159.1 ± 16.81 eggs was laid by a single female.
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